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.1, Francis Edward Hodges, 32, 
Robertson Road, Easton, Bristol, 
Engineer & Machinery Factor, British, 
do hiereby declare the nature of this 
invention to be as follows: — ; 

An appliance to be worn under the coat 
a»d, consists of fabric or other pads to fit 
on "the shouiders, connected together with 
straps, 1 in such a manner, that theyadapt 
themselves to the shape of the shoulders, 
and when one lojid only is being carried 
transmit part of the strain to the opposite 
shoulder. , , 

Passing over from front to back ana 
attached to the said pads are the load 
straps, the ends of which connect to 
curved yoke bars or plates, which are thus 
suspended horizontally under the armpits. 
To the centres of said yokes, straps are 



se, ured These pass down the sleeves of. 20 
coat. At the. lower ends they are ^ sup- 
plied with suitable-connections for attach- 
ing the load, which -for instance may be 
a hand bag or.jample^ca^y r.v* '• - , 25 

These straps-are also fitted with a quicR 
adjustment for length. also.an elastic cord 
to draw them back into the sleeves of the 
coat out of sight when not required, as in 
the case of, say, commercial travellers 
who would use the appliance: for carrying AO 
their sample bags. >. 

The appliance can be used for any pur- 
pose that the wooden shoulder yokes are 
used, as the straps can be passed through 
holes in the coat under the armpits 35 
instead of inside the sleeves. 
Dated this 21st day of N^m^ UN- 
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I Francis Edward Hodges, 32, 
40 Robertson Road, Easton, Bristol, 
Engineer & Machinery I actor, British, 
do hereby declare the nature of this 
invention and in what manner the same 
is to be performed, to be particularly 
45 described and ascertained in and by the 
following statement: — 

h.n appliance to be worn under the coat 
and consists of fabric or other pads to fit 
on the shoulders, connected together with 
50 straps, in such a manner, that they adapt 
themselves to the shape of the shoulders 
and when one load only is being carried 
transmit part of the strain to the opposite 
shoulder and across the back. 
55 Passing over from front, to back and 
attached to the said pads are the load 
.traps, the ends of which connect to 
curved yoke bars or plates, which are thus 
suspended horizontally under the armpits. 

' [Price 1/-] 
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To the centre of said yokes straps are 
secured. These pass down the sleeves ot 
coat. At the lower ends they are sup- 
plied with suitable connections for attach- 
ing the load, which for instance may be 
a hand bag or sample case. 

These straps are also fitted with a quick 
adjustment for length, also an elastic cord 
to draw them back into the sleeves of the 
coat out of sight when not required, as in 
the case of, say, commercial travellers 
who would use the appliance for carrying 
their sample bags. 

The appliance can be used for any pui- 
pose that the wooden shoulder yokes are 
used, as the straps can be passed through 75 
holes in the coat under the armpits 
instead of inside the sleeves 

Mv invention will be fully described 
with reference to the accompanying draw- 
ings, i i which Fig. 1 to 5 show the details 80 
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of my invention, and the construction of 
the appliance. 

In Fig. 1, I have illustrated the back 
half of the appliance, showing triangular 
pads 1—1 connected by strap 3, back 
shoulder straps 2 — 2 connected by strap 4, 
. yoke plates 5^ 5 attached to straps 2—2 
by short adjustable straps. 

In Fig. 2, I have illustrated front half 
of appliance, showing triangular pads 
1—1, front shoulder straps 2 A — 2 A having 
spring hooks 9—9 connecting to yoke 
plates 5—5, load straps 6—6 hooked to 
yoke plates 5-^5, by spring hooks 10—10. 

Load strap B shown extended as when 
loaded, load strap C shown with india- 
rubber band 7 contracted to draw hook 11 
up the user's sleeve, adjustment of india- 
rubber band by slides 12 — 12. 

Quick adjustment for position of hook 
11 by means of slide 13. 

In Fig. 3, the complete triangular pad 
is shown, this would be made of a strong 
fabric and the straps 2— 2 A would be 
securely fastened to same. 

In Fig. 4, the yoke bar or plate is illus- 
trated having eyes at each end, for attach- 
ing to strap end connections, and one in 
the centre for load strap hook 10. This 
bar or plate can be made of either metal 
wood, its purpose being to keep the 
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shoulder straps from pinching the- 
shoulder when loaded, and give freedom, 
to the arm of user. 

In Fig. is illustrated the pad 1,! 
shoulder straps 2— 2 A connected up to thei 
yoke plate 5 and load strap 6. * 

Having now particularly described and ' 
ascertained the nature of 'my said inven- i; 
tibn, and in what manner the same is. 
to be performed, I declare that what ll 
claim is:^ — 

1. An equipment for carrying purposes > 
as herein described, composed of twoi 
sets of shoulder straps, passing over ^ s 
and attached to two triangular pads as 
shown in Fig. 3, which are connected 
together across the back only of user by, 
means of adjustable back straps. p / 

2. An equipment for carrying purposes i ; 
as claimed in Claim 1, having curved yoke * A 
plates or bars, attached to the ends of the- 
shoulder straps and passing horizontally ^f, 
under the armpits of the user. ? /" 

3. An equipment for carrying purposes"! 
as claimed m Claims 1 and 2 having loadJfe 
straps with quick adjustment for length 5p " 
and an elastic cord to withdraw straps" ' 
when not in use. \y 

Dated this 19th day of August, 1922. 61 

F. E. HODGES. 
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